
Sustainable Gabriola 
Meeting notes, Sunday, October 26th, 2025

Dyan DF (facilitating), Tom C, Charlotte C, Steve E (notes), Fay W, 
Bob McK, Greg B, Suzi, Bob A, Annie O, John B, Susan S

Dyan facilitating and reconciliation. She spoke about being in touch with 
the land and respecting those who came before us. This is available to all of us.

New business

•  Composting on SSI (Dyan) — Susan: it didn’t come together on Bowen. Bob A: the 
difference is that SSI is attached to the CRD (which is “miles ahead” of the RDN). Greg: 
Tofino looked into it many years back, but they have now created a compost depot in 
between Ucluelet and Tofino. Steve: concerned that the scale is limited and that we would 
need to have an aerated system to avoid excessive methane emissions.  Bob M: perhaps it 
should be done on the neighbourhood scale. Bob A: compost from Nanaimo would not be 
useable in an “organic” garden. Perhaps we need to do a bit more research on the Tofino 
and Salt Spring composters. Susan: the neighbourhoods team can catalyze work on this.

•  GILSS representative — GILSS will need a representative to replace John P. Fay has had a 
conversation with Sibyl and expressed willingness to be the SG rep.

•  Presentation to Collaborative on October 31st — Dyan has reached  out to Kes (who is the 
SG rep on the Collaborative) to give a 15-minute report on SG activities. Dyan suggests that 
the neighbourhood initiative is something that would be particularly relevant to the 
Collaborative. Steve suggests that it could be broader than just neighbourhoods – other 
Climate 12 initiatives (water, transportation, gardening…).  SG members are encouraged to 
send a note to Susan and/or Kes if they have something that they want included in that 
presentation.

Advocacy

•  Climate lobby — Susan: there is some interest in organizing climate-related events and 
campaigns. Annie: it sounds like we want to shift the balance on who is advocating to 
politicians. Fay: it would be a good mechanism for getting letter-writing initiatives going.  
Greg: should we make an SG spinoff that has a lobbying role? Could be a home for the 
IRATE list. Greg is willing to start pushing this forward with help from Susan and Annie.

•  RDN Climate Change Technical Advisory committee — Fay will raise this at the Blue 
Heron Climate Change course tomorrow.



•  GTS Presentation to RDN — On November 6th Gabriola Transportation Society will be 
speaking to the Electoral Areas Services Committee of the RDN (that’s directors from rural 
areas) advocating for completion of the Village Trail to the ferry. (The meeting is at 1 PM on 
Thursday, November 6th at the RDN office, 6300 Hammond Bay Road, north Nanaimo.)

•  2026 Municipal elections  — Greg: Nanaimo Climate Connections conference has a 
group that is forming to support climate-friendly candidates at the November 2026 
elections.  They will communicate with Greg when they are ready to go. Gabriola Talks will 
likely organize an ACM

•  Global Climate report — Bob A reading a hand-written report from Deb F: 

1) COP 30 is Nov. 10 to 21st 2025 in Belém, Brazil, with the theme on transition from 
fossil fuels to renewable energy. New feature this year is Move Mundo, a global 
initiative for members of the public to send messages to world leaders at COP 30. 

2) Tech companies are pushing ahead with data centres. An AI centre may be coming 
to Nanaimo (using 70,000 L of water per day – 25 million L/y). Canada is popular 
because of our cooler climate. Etobicoke facility will use 1.2 billion L per year. 

Communications

•  Communications plan — Susan and Greg: Maybe we should have a table at 6 to 10 
Saturday markets next summer, to distribute sustainability information from SG and from 
others? This would require some funding. (Nanaimo Foundation and RDN have grant money 
for this kind of thing.) We have a small social media presence which we are working on 
pumping up a little. 

•  Chamber is organizing a “volunteer open house” at 1 PM on Saturday, November 8th at 
Community Hall. There will be coffee and tea and a food truck. Bob M mentioned an older 
SG brochure that could be dusted off for this event. Bob M has offered to be at the SG table. 

•  Climate 12 reports — Fay: there was a neighbourhoods article in the Sounder and there 
have been positive responses. The water group document is almost ready to go out.

Events 

•  Fix-It Fair took place October 25th, there were 12 items fixed. 

•  Biochar workshop at Mary and Robbie’s, on Wednesday, November 5th. If you’re interested 
contact info@blueheronlearning.ca 

Next meeting: Sunday, November 30th 

Facilitator: Steve … Notetaker: Dyan … Reconciliation: Joan.

mailto:info@blueheronlearning.ca

