Sustainable Gabriola

Meeting notes, Sunday, September 28, 2025 g

Present: Fay W (Facilitator), Susan S (Notes), Joan J, Bob McK,
Charlotte C, Tom C, Lynn C, Steve E, Nancy HP, John P, Betty K,
Kes A, Joan E, Steve U, John W

l. Welcome

Il. Reconciliation -JoanJ & Greg (written)
The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation event will be held at Gabriola Museum
Tuesday (Sept. 30) from 1-3. Geraldine Manson will be there. Also a Reconciliation event at
the Gabriola Medical Clinic on Sept-30 from 11:30-1:30, featuring “Breaking Bannock” and
salmon soup. Tofino is celebrating the 25™ Anniversary of the Clayoquot Biosphere Trust
which prioritizes reconciliation and includes 5 First Nations, in research, land use planning,
cultural initiatives, etc. https://clayoquotbiosphere.org/

lll.  Climate-12 Neighbourhoods
Gabriola Neighbourhoods Network (GNN): Has a five-member team (Suzi, Fay, Susan,
Janice Powers, Kes); Greg interfaces with GIS volunteer Renée. Article was submitted to the
Sounder, and there’s a new SG web page (under Climate-12) called “Neighbourhoods on
Gabriola.” The GNN vision: Gabriola is a network of connected neighbourhoods that foster
collaboration, communication, celebration, and climate change resilience.

Climate-12 offers a $40 grant to help with small costs to kickstart Neighbourhoods projects.
So far, about 20 neighbourhood groups have self-organized on Gabriola, with opportunity
for many more. https://sustainablegabriola.ca/climate12/neighbourhoods/

IV. Climate-12 Water
Household Water Guide is ready to go, but not yet to post on the SG website. Info focuses
on how to we need to be conscious about our shared resources. Guide to wells, cisterns,
sewers, rainwater collection, who to contact if you have issues. They hope to hold an event,
probably early November. Likely spring before the RDN can hold another WellSmart event
on Gabriola.

V. GILSS (Gabriola Island Land Stewards Society) **
Their mission is looking for parcels to take out of the real estate market, for agriculture or
housing or small business. They have some seed money but not buckets for purchasing
land.

John, as the SG representative on the GILSS board, will be resigning from the board at the
AGM next spring, so SG needs to start looking for a replacement SG rep to GILSS. Next
month’s agenda to include talking about the mission and recruiting a new rep.
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VI. SG Communications

Thanks to Lynn for stepping up and activating the SG Facebook presence. We have grown
from about 30 followers before summer to 118 currently. By following other groups and
pages, we have increased our visibility and have more information to share on the SG page,
making it more relevant.

Fay and Greg will be assessing navigation and organization of content on our SG website
over the coming weeks.

Vil. Blue Heron Learning Society

BHLS is sponsoring a seminar led by Steven Earle that will look at the past 80 years of
climate data for the Nanaimo region. By studying trends and factors that are contributing to
change, and extrapolating, the group will determine how climate change will impact
Gabriola, how Gabriolans can adapt, and how ecosystems will or will not adapt. The
capacity is 12, almost full. To sign up or learn more: https://blueheronlearning.ca/

VIII. Events
Susan attended the Nanaimo Climate Action Hub’s “Climate Connections Summit” Fri.—
Sat. Sept. 12 & 13. Seth Klein gave the opening keynote, CBC’s Laura Lynch did the round-
up. Then Dan Parker, a high school teacher who uses rap in the classroom, synthesized the
event into a performance piece. nanaimoclimateaction.org/climate-connections-2025

Many great organizations had tables or presenters at the breakout sessions, including Plant-
Based Cities, Dogwood Initiative, Council of Canadians, and the Nanaimo Foundation.
Sheila Malcomson and Paul Manly were there, and only two or three Gabriolans (out of
about 200 attendees).

Biggest take-away was how demonstrations and conferences are nice, but our elected
representatives are hearing from Oil and Gas industry proponents more than 10-to-1 over
environment protectors. (See ”New |Ideas” below for a Climate Lobby group.)

Across Canada, an estimated 70 “Draw the Line” demonstrations took place on Sat. Sept.
20. A crowd of 2,000 was reported in Toronto, so proportionally, we made a decent showing
with 100 folks at Maffeo Sutton Park, organized by Seniors for Climate, Nanaimo chapter. It
was well coordinated but not a big turnout to oppose Mark Carney’s fossil fuel agenda,
support reconciliation and peace, and take a stand against the genocide in Gaza.

IX. Composter**
Salt Spring Island got funding for an island-wide composter. For the next SG agenda:
discuss all the sources of food waste and what might be possible here (Nesters, gleaning,
households, etc.). How to keep it as a resource on island.

X. Energy Co-op
Bob gave an update on the Gabriola Energy Co-op, which has been running for about 10
years (in different forms). He explained that BC Hydro has been capturing some of the
financial savings that previously went to consumers. Net Metering and Smart Meters
tracked usage and the credit for sending energy back to the grid was less than the cost of

p. 2/4


https://www.nanaimoclimateaction.org/climate-connections-2025
https://blueheronlearning.ca/

energy from the grid. Now they are seeking legislation that authorizes Net Billing, which will
cut further into the savings that might have accrued from solar installations, making it less
and less attractive. Gabriola Energy Co-op has been instrumental in encouraging and
supporting solar installations on Gabriola, including those at GIRO and The Commons._
https://energygabriola.ca/

Xl. Boundaries

A chart was circulated showing where we are relative to planetary boundaries across a
number of vectors. Some of this information is available at
https://davidsuzuki.org/story/planetary-boundaries-climate-strikes-underscore-need-to-
end-fossil-fuels/ Here is a picture from the World Economic Forum:
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Xll. GERTIE Bus news

The first of two electric buses has been delivered and will go into service this week. The bus
range is about 220 km. The second bus is expected to arrive next month. There are solar
panels on the roof of the GERTIE building, so it will be partly operated by solar electricity.

Rural Transit Solutions funded each bus at $400,000.

p. 3/4


https://davidsuzuki.org/story/planetary-boundaries-climate-strikes-underscore-need-to-end-fossil-fuels/
https://davidsuzuki.org/story/planetary-boundaries-climate-strikes-underscore-need-to-end-fossil-fuels/
https://energygabriola.ca/
https://energygabriola.ca/

XIll.

Reimagining Growth OCP

On Now. 20, Islands Trust staff will bring the first draft of a bylaw that would incorporate the
changes that Trustees have heard from the community. Primary considerations mentioned
at SG meeting: We can’t build on sacred sites (there are maps that delineate those); need
for a tree-cutting ordinance; multifamily may be more energy efficient; concentration in the
Village core to help with transportation concerns (but that is difficult to balance with water
demands).

XIv.

New Ideas & Opportunities**

A “climate lobby “group to coordinate with other letter-writing campaigns, and with
political action groups working on climate issues? Steve is the keeper of an e-list
called IRATE that was formed as a Stop the Tankers effort. Maybe re-purpose the list
and reconstitute it with a revised mandate?

There are vacancies on the RDN’s Climate Action Technical Advisory Committee:
rdn.bc.ca/board-appointments-climate-action-technical-advisory-committee

Tabling at community events? We could redo the SG brochure, have cards for the
Gabriola Neighbourhoods Network, materials from related groups like GILSS and
GallTT, petitions, whatever.

Gabriola Transportation Society (which grew out of Climate-12) will be presenting to
the RDN Board next month to advocate for completion of the Village Trail from the
Village to the ferry.

Lynn offered to bring some refreshments to the next meeting and will help with
outreach if we want to expand participation at SG meetings.

Dates & Links

Saturday Oct-25 (new date) Stnday-Oct-19 — Fix-It Fair, 2-4 at Agi Hall

November 20, 10:30 — Islands Trust reviews first draft of OCP bylaw changes re
growth, at GAHC or on Zoom

Steve E was on CBC'’s Sep. 25 Ideas podcast, “The natural — and unnatural — history
of air on Earth.” cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-23-ideas/clip/16171821

Next Meeting: Sunday October 26, 3pm, The Commons meeting room

Facilitator: Dyan DF
Notes: Steve E
Reconciliation: Joan )
Refreshments: Lynn C

** See marked agenda topics above for October agenda items
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