
Safer Routes for Pedestrians 
going to and from the 
Gabriola ferry terminal

The following proposal is for an interim measure that will 
significantly improve pedestrian safety between the 

Gabriola ferry terminal and the Village, and is intended to 
be in place at least until BC Ferries makes major changes 

at the terminal – sometime in 2021 or later. 



Little traffic control and 
no cross walks in this 
dangerous and congested 
intersection

Little traffic control and 
no cross walks in this 
dangerous intersection

Insufficient room and a sharp drop-off for cyclists and 
pedestrians at various locations along North Rd.

Safety issues with existing situation

There is no safe 
path on Taylor Bay 
Rd., although this isPedestrian 

routes are 
shown in 
yellow.

a busy route for    
pedestrians, both 
locals and visitors.



Proposed safer routes for pedestrians

Some of the details are shown on the next few pages 

Pedestrians  use the 
north side of the road 
all the way to the 
Village (and from the 
Village to the ferry).

New cross-
walk on 
Taylor Bay Rd.

Cyclists remain 
on the right side



Pedestrians and cyclists continuing on foot will disembark on the

left side of the ramp.  All others will disembark to the parking lot.

The ramp is 
about 6 m wide.  
Much wider 
than required 
for just one lane 
of traffic

New painted line

New 15 
cm curb

New signage will be needed 
to inform pedestrians and 
cyclists about their options, 
and the deck crew will need 
some training.



New 15 cm curb

A small curb will protect slower pedestrians from disembarking traffic

Cyclists



New 15 cm curb

Cyclists

Note:  Pedestrians destined for the ferry would also use 
this pathway, but would then cross here to the parking lot 
to board as usual.  Most would be crossing before vehicles 
unload, or during the gap between unloading and loading.



Existing barrier to be moved 
about 1 m to the left, or removed

New 15 cm curb1.5 m path

The existing barrier can be moved or removed close to this power pole



Centre line and line-up lane 
line to be moved about 40 cm 
to the right.

New 15 cm 
curb about 30 
cm to the right 
of existing curb

There is room to move the current road markings to the right

(There is room to do that because the existing up-hill 
lane is wider than necessary.  We can still have a 3.35 
m traffic lane and 2.7 m waiting lane without having 
to make the right shoulder narrower)

3.35 m 3.35 m2.7 m Cyclists



Centre line and line-up lane 
line to be moved about 40 cm 
to the right.

New 15 cm curb about 30 cm 
to the right of existing curb



Centre line and line-up lane line to 
be moved about 40 cm to the right.

New 15 cm curb about 30 cm 
to the right of existing curb

1.5 m path



1.5 m path

No change needed to road 
markings or curb in this area



New 
crosswalk

New cross-walk needed at Taylor Bay intersection
There is a need for a formal trail to be 
developed along Taylor Bay Road, but 
that is not part of this project.



Future Taylor Bay Trail

Ferry-Village Trail

New Taylor Bay Rd. crosswalk



Ferry-VillageTrail

New 15 cm curb

There is much more room on the left side of N. Road than on the right

New curb continues 
to intersection with 
South Road



Less interaction be-
tween pedestrians 
and traffic at this 
busy intersection

New cross walk – doesn’t 
directly affect North Rd. traffic

More room on the north side of the road.  Pedestrians do not need 
to cross North Rd. to get to the village via the Village Way trail.

Significant safety and traffic flow benefits
Future protected 
pedestrian trail along 
Taylor Bay Rd. (not 
part of this project)

Proposed Ferry-
Village Trail



Proposed Ferry-
Village Trail

Proposed Village 
Way Trail

Direct connection to the Village Way 
Trail avoids the need for village-
bound pedestrians to cross at busy 
North Rd./South Rd. intersection

Informal route to 
Village via Argyle 
and Ross



Significant benefits
• The current situation is unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists 

traveling from the ferry to the Village. This proposal offers 
significant safety improvements.

• Fewer pedestrians will be disrupting vehicle traffic on North 
Road at the Easthom and Taylor Bay intersections.

• Cyclists on North Rd. will be separated from pedestrians.
• Village-bound pedestrians don’t need to cross North Rd.
• Cost is minimal – includes the cost of moving some barriers, 

constructing some 15 cm curb, re-painting some road lines and 
a cross-walk.

• The work could be done quickly.



• BC Ferries will have to agree to allow some disembarking 
pedestrians to use the left side of the ramp. 

• MoTI will have to agree to completing the work outlined 
above.

• Some pedestrians may be reluctant to change their habitual 
route.

• Funding may need to be found.

Issues


